Secularly Married to a Jew 

Converting when married to a Jew is complex.  Your spouse will have to go to most of your classes with you and make a commitment to be observant as well as to bring future kids up observant in full-time day school/yeshiva/seminary.  In addition you should talk to a rabbi about meal preparation (Bishul Akum issues) - you may need your spouse to turn on stoves/light the pilot light/stir some herbs into the food/cut up food/etc.

My husband and I were pretty out of step until just a few months prior to my conversion. So I want to give you some controversial advice if he is lagging behind you (my O rabbi thought the following was a great way to go about things but NOT all will agree):

1. Get a rabbi as soon as possible who can help you navigate these tricky waters

2. Focus on the fun stuff in Judaism - the positives/yes stuff and do NOT remind him of the No stuff - i.e. do wonderful Shabbat meals, with signing, friends, and do not go into all the Shabbat and Yom Tov restrictions unless he shows an interest - my husband and I took 2 years to go kosher and 2 years to become shomer Shabbos - although I was shomer before him by 3-12 months - we started out by doing the positive stuff for Shabbat & Yom Tov and keeping kosher style out and over time became shomer mitzvot

3. Do all the things that do NOT require your spouses participation – food Brachot, tznius dress, laws of honoring parents, shalom bayit, studying and implementing lashon hora laws, study mussar (ethics), chumash, learn Hebrew, etc.

4. And this is going to sound funny but make Judaism feel like "summer camp" - we still try to do this by benchting as a group after meals, doing special meals/foods for every holiday and for Shabbos - stuff that my husband can't get me to cook for a normal meal - like pareve desert crepes, roasted chicken, spicy chili/curry for Saturday lunch, etc. This gave him a reason to look forward to things

5. Try not to criticize/harp on your spouses non-observance

The above may NOT apply to your situation. Maybe you are one of the lucky ones and your spouse has been in-step with your journey, not just supportive but actively interested.  In which case thank G-d every chance you get. <grin>  My husband was quite supportive of me becoming observant and had fun learning with me but when it came to taking on the practices himself, not so excited.  Now however, he is very, very happy we are observant Jews.

-Malka Esther
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