Personal Statement

Your Name

Full Mailing Address

Phone Number

Email Address

This document may help you in interviews and meetings with Rabbis and Beit Dins.  This is NOT a document that many rabbis or beit dins ask for – however, having it may impress them, as well as help you when you become tongue tied (which happens) during your meetings. 

I recommend updating this regularly with new information and putting the date of the new information next to the update.  This will help you see what you’ve done, when, and how you are progressing, as well as give both of you an idea of where the gaps still are in you learning as you work towards your conversion.

You do NOT need to use the format I’ve provided here.  If your style is more conversational then do this more informally.  

21
Are you married/in a relationship?


22
Do you have children?


23
What do you do for a living?


24
What kind of Jewish community do you live in?


25
If male have you been circumcised?


26
First experience with Judaism (describe the experience as well as your thoughts and feelings at the time)


27
What made you decide to convert (experience/feeling/thoughts)


28
Have you had a non-orthodox conversion?


39
What learning have you done so far?  What Baitei Din and Rabbis have you met with?


310
What Practices have you taken on (thoughts/feelings/Questions) – were any hard/easy? And for how long (if possible mention month/year) have you been keeping it?


311
Is there anything you’ve learned about Judaism so far that bothers you/that you have issues with?  Has that changed as you’ve learned more?


312
What books have you read?


313
What classes/shiurim are you currently attending?  Do you have a chavrusa (study partner) you study with?  What thoughts/questions do you have from those classes?


314
What do you like about the Jewish People?


415
What do you dislike about the Jews you’ve met?


416
What activities are you involved in the Jewish Community?


417
What can you offer the Jewish people as a new “member” of the tribe?




Note: To update the table of contents after you’ve filled in your answers – 

1. Select with mouse 

2. Press F9 

a. if a dialog box appears – select “update entire table”

3. Click OK

1 Are you married/in a relationship? 

If so:
· What is that person’s name?

· Is your spouse/significant other Jewish? If he/she is Jewish have them fill out the personal statement for significant others)
· What would you do, G-d forbid if either the relationship ended or something happened to that person?

· If not Jewish are they also interested in converting? (if so they should also fill out a personal statement)
2 Do you have children?

If so:
· Name, ages, gender of the children?

· Would they be converting with you?
3 What do you do for a living?

· Are you able to support yourself?

· Will you be able to not work on Shabbos and yomin tovim (holidays)?
4 What kind of Jewish community do you live in? 
· How far is it to the closest orthodox synagogue?

· Where do you daven & what is the rabbi’s name?

· How many synagogues are there within walking distance of you?

· Are their daily minyanim available?

· Is there an eruv

· Are there kosher restaurants nearby? How many and how far away?

· Where do/would you shop for kosher food?

5 If male have you been circumcised? 

6 First experience with Judaism (describe the experience as well as your thoughts and feelings at the time)

7 What made you decide to convert (experience/feeling/thoughts)

8 Have you had a non-orthodox conversion?  

If so:
· When?

· With what movement? 
· Did you dunk in a mikvah?
· What did you choose for your hebrew name?
9 What learning have you done so far?  What Baitei Din and Rabbis have you met with?

10 What Practices have you taken on (thoughts/feelings/Questions) – were any hard/easy? And for how long (if possible mention month/year) have you been keeping it?
· Kosher? In and outside the home? Kosher style? Not at all? Something else?

· Shabbat? Are you shomer shabbos?  What do you do for shabbos – details of Friday night & Saturday?

· Do you daven daily (with or without a synagogue)?  What prayers do you say daily?

· Do you attend synagogue/daven with a minyan regularly? 3 times a day, Daily, Saturday, Friday night, other?

· Do you read Hebrew?  If so, with or without comprehension? Are you able to keep up in synagogue? 
· Do you know the food brachot? If so do you always say them, sometimes say them?

· Do you know Asher Yatzar/after bathroom bracha?  Do you say it all the time or only occasionally or not at all?
· Describe how you dress/what clothes you wear?

· Anything else you have taken on? Please describe here.

11 Is there anything you’ve learned about Judaism so far that bothers you/that you have issues with?  Has that changed as you’ve learned more?

12 What books have you read?

13 What classes/shiurim are you currently attending?  Do you have a chavrusa (study partner) you study with?  What thoughts/questions do you have from those classes?

14 What do you like about the Jewish People?

15 What do you dislike about the Jews you’ve met?

16 What activities are you involved in the Jewish Community?

17 What can you offer the Jewish people as a new “member” of the tribe?
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