Conversion Study Guide/Questions

Rabbi Herbert Bomzer gives this document to all his prospective converts.  This is the version from 2001, I am not sure if he has made changes to it since then.  These are questions that may be asked by your beit din.  If you fill this form out, ask your rabbi questions you don’t understand, and even bring copies with you to your rabbi and later to your beit din (having something to refer to is a great help during the beit din nervousness), you may find this helps you feel prepared.  Many of these questions have a number of “correct” answers.   

NOTE: You should keep the table of contents updated as you answer questions so you can easily find the section/question you are looking for.  To update the table of contents after you’ve filled in your answers – Select the table of contents with the mouse, Press F9, if a dialog box appears – select “update entire table”, and Click OK.  Also update the footers to have your name, select “your name”, type in your name, and then click anywhere in the document.

1Conversion Study Guide/Questions


4I.
Basic Jewish Questions and Halacha/Jewish Law


41.
Ten Commandments


42.
What are the 13 principles of Jewish faith according to Rambam?


4A.
How do you relate to each one?


43.
Describe the following signs:


4A
Tefillin


4B
Tzizit


4C
Mezuzah


4D
Milah (circumcision)


4E
Pidyon HaBen


44.
What is the "Kriat Shemah"?  Who is obligated?


45.
How do the men/women (husband/wife) usher in the Shabbat?


4A
Husband


5B
Wife


56.
What is the definition of "melakha" (work)?


5A
Give at least 10 examples of prohibited activities


5B
How many categories are there?


5C
What is Muktza


57.
How do we eat warmed (hot) food on Shabbat?


58.
What are the major purposes of Kashrut?


59.
What determines the Kashrut of animals, fowl, and fish?


510.
Describe the preparation of meat for kosher consumption.


511.
How is the liver koshered and why?


511.
What do you know about the mixture of meat and dairy?


512.
How do you know whether a product is kosher?


513.
Translate:


5A
Milchig


5B
Fleishig


6C
Pareve


6D
Shochet


6E
Hechser


6F
Treif


614.
How do utensils become "treif", and what can be done?


615.
What other food mixtures are prohibited


616.
What prayers are recited everyday?


617.
What is a "Jewish" calendar and how does it function?


618.
When is a leap year and why?


619.
Name the months.


618.
What are the laws that govern Jewish Holidays?


619.
When do the holidays occur?


620.
Name the holidays and reasons for their celebrations.


621.
How do the intermediate days during yom tov differ?


7II.
Yomin Tovim/Holidays and other “Physical” practices


71.
Describe the Seder.


7A.
What foods are eaten?


7B.
Which foods are prohibited during Pesach (Hametz).


7C.
What is prohibited after Pesach?


72.
Why is Shavuot the Festival of Weeks or Pentecost?


73.
What does Tisha B'av commemorate?


73.
What are the two High Holy Days?


74.
What are their unique features (laws) of the High Holy Days?


75.
What prayer begins Yom Kippur?  What concludes?


76.
Give some features of the three pilgrim festivals


77.
When is Chanukah?


7A.
What does it celebrate?


7B.
How do we celebrate it?


78.
What is Purim?


8A.
When and how do we keep it?


88.
The fast days are _ and why? (2 major/4 minor)


89.
Describe the laws of family purity.  What is a mikvah?


89.
Describe the different periods of mourning


811.
Give 5 examples of Gemiluth Hasadim.


812.
Describe the method of conversion to Judaism


813.
Read Hebrew (15 words/minute)


814.
Problem of marriage and divorce (Get)


815.
Laws of honesty, integrity, tale-bearing, friendship, love


816.
Practice putting on Tefillin for 3 months


817.
Practice Taharat Hamispacha (Family Purity) for 3 months


818.
Live within walking distance of an Orthodox Synagogue


819.
Marry a religious observant spouse


9III.
Jewish History & Important Figures in Judaism


91.
Describe and identify the period of the 1st and 2nd Commonwealths


92.
What are the four periods of Talmudic Development?


93.
Who are:


9A
Rambam


9B
Rashi


9C
R. Yehuda Halevi


9D
Ramban


9E
Yosef Karo


9F
The Gaon of Vilna


9G
R. Yisrael Baalshem Tov


9H
R. Yaakov Emden


9I
R.J.B. Soloveitchik


9J
R. Moses Feinstein


9K
R.M.M. Schneerson


104.
What do you know about:


10A.
The Jews and the Crusades?


10B.
1648-49?


10C.
The Pale of Settlement?


10D.
The Holocaust?


105.
Tell about the Hasidic movement.


10A.
It’s purpose?


10B.
What are some present Hasidic Groups?


106.
What do you know about the development of Jews in America?


106.
What are the Orthodox school movements for


10A.
Males?


10B.
Females?


107.
What is Zionism?


108.
What is the Chief Rabbinate?


109.
What movements in Jewish history are outstanding in your mind?


1110.
What is your motivation to become Jewish?


11IV.
Tanach, Talmud, Shulchan Aruch, and Pirke Avot


111.
What are the names of the 24 books of the Tanach?


112.
Describe the contents of:


11A
The 5 books of Moses


11B
The Books of Samuel


11C
The books of Kings


11D
The Megilot


11i
Esther


11ii
Ruth


11iii
Ecclesiastes (Kohelet)


11iv
Shir Hashirim


11v
Eikha (AKA Kinot/Lamentations)


11E
Psalms


113.
Name the 5 books of the Talmud and their subjects.


114.
Name the 4 parts of the Shulcan Aruch.


125.
Write 2 mishna statements from the Ethics of the Fathers


12A
Mishna statement 1


12B
Mishna statement 2


126.
Draw a map of Eretz Yisrael and the major cities.


12V.
Brachot


121.
Give the Brachot for:


12A
Apple


12B
Grapes


12C
Banana


12D
Pizza


12E
Wine


12F
Water


12G
What berachot follow eating


122.
Know/say/possibly be asked to recite by heart or to read the following from a siddur:


12A
Shema (by heart)


12B
Birkat Hamazon


13C
Shalom Aleichem


13D
The Berachot on the Torah


13E
The Berachot for lighting candles on Shabbos


13F
The Berachot for lighting candles on Yom Tov


13G
The Berachot for lighting candles on Chanukah


13H
The Berachot for the Mikvah




I.
Basic Jewish Questions and Halacha/Jewish Law

1.
Ten Commandments

2. What are the 13 principles of Jewish faith according to Rambam?  

A.
How do you relate to each one?

3.
Describe the following signs: 

A
Tefillin

B
Tzizit

C
Mezuzah

D
Milah (circumcision)

E
Pidyon HaBen

4.
What is the "Kriat Shemah"?  Who is obligated?

5.
How do the men/women (husband/wife) usher in the Shabbat?

A
Husband

B
Wife

6.
What is the definition of "melakha" (work)?

A
Give at least 10 examples of prohibited activities

B
How many categories are there?

C
What is Muktza

7.
How do we eat warmed (hot) food on Shabbat?

8.
What are the major purposes of Kashrut?

9.
What determines the Kashrut of animals, fowl, and fish?

10. Describe the preparation of meat for kosher consumption.  

11. How is the liver koshered and why?

11.
What do you know about the mixture of meat and dairy?

12. How do you know whether a product is kosher? 

(U) – "Oh U", (K) "Oh K"

13.
Translate:

A
Milchig

B
Fleishig

C
Pareve

D
Shochet

E
Hechser

F
Treif

14.
How do utensils become "treif", and what can be done?

15.
What other food mixtures are prohibited

.

16. What prayers are recited everyday?  

(Shema, Shemoneh Esrey, etc.) What "berachot"? (Restoring the soul, blessing the Torah, etc.)

17. What is a "Jewish" calendar and how does it function?  

18. When is a leap year and why?  

19. Name the months.

18.
What are the laws that govern Jewish Holidays?

19.
When do the holidays occur?

20. Name the holidays and reasons for their celebrations.  

21. How do the intermediate days during yom tov differ?

II.
Yomin Tovim/Holidays and other “Physical” practices

1. Describe the Seder.  

A. What foods are eaten?  

B. Which foods are prohibited during Pesach (Hametz).  

C. What is prohibited after Pesach?

2.
Why is Shavuot the Festival of Weeks or Pentecost?

3.
What does Tisha B'av commemorate?

3. What are the two High Holy Days?  

4. What are their unique features (laws) of the High Holy Days?

5. What prayer begins Yom Kippur?  What concludes?

6. Give some features of the three pilgrim festivals 

(Succos, Pesach, Shavuot)?

7. When is Chanukah?  

A. What does it celebrate?  

B. How do we celebrate it? 

8. What is Purim? 

A.
When and how do we keep it?

8.
The fast days are _ and why? (2 major/4 minor)

9.
Describe the laws of family purity.  What is a mikvah?

9. Describe the different periods of mourning 

(7 days, 30 days, 12 months)

11.
Give 5 examples of Gemiluth Hasadim.

12.
Describe the method of conversion to Judaism

13. Read Hebrew (15 words/minute) 

specifically the siddur and brachot

14.
Problem of marriage and divorce (Get)

15.
Laws of honesty, integrity, tale-bearing, friendship, love

16.
Practice putting on Tefillin for 3 months

17.
Practice Taharat Hamispacha (Family Purity) for 3 months

18.
Live within walking distance of an Orthodox Synagogue

19.
Marry a religious observant spouse

III.
Jewish History & Important Figures in Judaism

1.
Describe and identify the period of the 1st and 2nd Commonwealths

2.
What are the four periods of Talmudic Development?

3.
Who are:

A
Rambam

B
Rashi

C
R. Yehuda Halevi

D
Ramban

E
Yosef Karo

F
The Gaon of Vilna

G
R. Yisrael Baalshem Tov

H
R. Yaakov Emden

I
R.J.B. Soloveitchik

J
R. Moses Feinstein

K
R.M.M. Schneerson

4. What do you know about:

A. The Jews and the Crusades?  

B. 1648-49?  

C. The Pale of Settlement?  

D. The Holocaust?

5. Tell about the Hasidic movement. 

A. It’s purpose?  

B. What are some present Hasidic Groups?

6.
What do you know about the development of Jews in America?

6. What are the Orthodox school movements for 

A. Males?

B. Females?

7. What is Zionism? 

8. What is the Chief Rabbinate?

9.
What movements in Jewish history are outstanding in your mind?

10.
What is your motivation to become Jewish?

IV.
Tanach, Talmud, Shulchan Aruch, and Pirke Avot

1.
What are the names of the 24 books of the Tanach?

2.
Describe the contents of:

A
The 5 books of Moses

B
The Books of Samuel

C
The books of Kings

D
The Megilot

i
Esther

ii
Ruth

iii
Ecclesiastes (Kohelet)

iv
Shir Hashirim

v
Eikha (AKA Kinot/Lamentations)

E
Psalms

3.
Name the 5 books of the Talmud and their subjects.

4.
Name the 4 parts of the Shulcan Aruch.

5.
Write 2 mishna statements from the Ethics of the Fathers

A
Mishna statement 1

B
Mishna statement 2

6.
Draw a map of Eretz Yisrael and the major cities.

V.
Brachot

1.
Give the Brachot for:

A
Apple

B
Grapes

C
Banana

D
Pizza

E
Wine

F
Water

G
What berachot follow eating

2.
Know/say/possibly be asked to recite by heart or to read the following from a siddur:

A
Shema (by heart)

B
Birkat Hamazon

C
Shalom Aleichem

D
The Berachot on the Torah

E
The Berachot for lighting candles on Shabbos

F
The Berachot for lighting candles on Yom Tov

G
The Berachot for lighting candles on Chanukah

H
The Berachot for the Mikvah
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