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Map  One-A

Amen During
The Blessings of Shema

Yotzeir Ohr, Ahavah Rabba and Emmes veyatziv

Map One-B

Amen During

Shema
Ve ahavta, Vehaya, and Vayomer

During

Interruption
for

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

End of
Yotzeir Ohr 1

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

End of Ahavah
Rabba and
Reading
Shema

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

Between
Goal

Yisrael and
Shemone
Esrei 2

(Except on
Shabbos) 3

In the middle
of the

Paragraph

Of  Yotzeir Ohr,
Ahavah Rabba,

Emmes veyatziv
until Goal
Yisrael4

During

Interruption
for

Intervals
Between the
Paragraphs

At Veahavta,
at Vehaya, at
Vayomer at

Veyatziv

In the middle
of the

Paragraph

Of Veahavta until
Vehaya, Vehaya

until Vayomer until
Ani Hashem
Elokeichem

Amen to any
blessing

Yes5

(another
opinion is

No6)
No7 No No

Amen to any
blessing No

Yes8 (Another
opinion is No9) But
only at the end of a

pasuk or at least
something that

doesnt interrupt the
thought

Amen to the
same brocha
that one just
finished and
heard from

another
person or
from the
Chazzan

Yes10

No according
to Mechaber11

Yes according
to Rama12

No

No (Rama 66:7
allows to answer

Amen to
Chazzan)

Amen to the
same brocha
that one just
finished and
heard from

another
person or
from the
Chazzan

N/A N/A

Amen to
Hakeil

Hakadosh and
to Shomeah

Tefila

Yes

No according
to many Legal
Authorities
(Poskim)57

No Yes

Amen to
Hakeil

Hakadosh
and to

Shomeah
Tefila

Yes Yes

1 Or between Kaddish and Borchu (Mishna Berura 54:13)
2 In middle of the pasuk of She ma Yisrael or in middle of Baruch sheim kevode malchusso le olam vo ed (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 66: 1) and also between
them (Mishna Berura s”k 11) and also between Hashem Elokeichem and Emmes and ve yatziv (66: 5)
3 Shabbos one may answer to Kaddish Kedusha Borchu and the words Modim anachnu Lach. Yom Tov is strict like a weekday. Simon 111:1 and Mishna Berura
4 Elokaye Netzor until final Yihyu Leratzon, Mishna Berura66:22
5 Pri Megadim, Rebbe Akiva Eiger and Aruch Hashulchan
6 Chayei Adam 20: 4
7 Mishna Berura 59:25 quoting Derech Hachaim
8 Pri Megadim, Rebbe Akiva Eiger and Aruch Hashulchan
9 Chayei Adam 20: 4
10 Mishna Berura 66:23 even Chayei Adam agrees
11 Simon 59:4 and Biur Halacha
12 The custom is to finish together with chazzan so that one does not need to answer Amen
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Map Two-A

Amen During
The Blessings of Shema

Yotzeir Ohr, Ahavah Rabba and Emmes veyatziv

Map Two-B

Amen During
Shema

Ve ahavta, Vehaya, and Vayomer

During

Interruption
for

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

 End of
Yotzeir
Ohr13

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

End of
Ahavah

Rabba and
Reading
Shema

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

Between
Goal Yisrael

and
Shemone
Esrei14

In the middle
of the

Paragraph

Of  Yotzeir
Ohr, Ahavah

Rabba, Emmes
veyatziv until
Goal Yisrael15

During

Interruption
for

Intervals
Between the
Paragraphs

At Veahavta,
at Vehaya, at
Vayomer at

Veyatziv

In the middle of
the

Paragraph

Of Veahavta until
Vehaya, Vehaya
until Vayomer

until Ani Hashem
Elokeichem

Kedusha:
Nekadeish No No No No

Kedusha:
Nekadeish No No

Kedusha:
Kadosh
Kadosh
Kadosh

and Baruch
kevode16

Yes Yes No Yes

Kedusha:
Kadosh
Kadosh
Kadosh

and Baruch
kevode12

Yes Yes

Kedusha
Yimloch

No according
to many
Legal

Authorities
(Poskim)17

No according
to many
Legal

Authorities
(Poskim)13

No

No according
to many Legal
Authorities
(Poskim)13

Kedusha:
Yimloch

No according to
many Legal
Authorities
(Poskim)13

No according to
many Legal
Authorities
(Poskim)13

13 Or between Kaddish and Borchu (Mishna Berura 54:13)
14 Between She ma Yisrael and Baruch sheim kevode malchusso le olam vo ed (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 66: 1) and also between Hashem Elokeichem

and Emmes ve yatziv (66: 5)
15 Elokaye Netzor until final Yihyu Leratzon, Mishna Berura66:22
16 Not second half of stanza
17 Some Legal Authorities (Poskim) allow it, Mishna Berura 66:17
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Map Three-A

Kedusha of Shabbos/Yom Tov Borchu During
The Blessings of She ma

Yotzeir Ohr, Ahavah Rabba and Emmes veyatziv

During

Interruption for

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

 End of
Yotzeir Ohr18

Intervals Between
Paragraphs

At the end of Ahavah
Rabba and before

Reading Shema

Intervals Between
Paragraphs

Between Goal
Yisrael and

Shemone Esrei19

In the middle of the
Paragraph

Of  Yotzeir Ohr, Ahavah
Rabba, Emmes veyatziv

until Goal Yisrael20

Kedusha Shabbos and Yom Tov
additions to Kadosh Kadosh

Kadosh  and Baruch kevode 
No No No No

Kedusha Shabbos and Yom Tov
Stanza of Shema Yisrael No No No No

Answer to Borchu Yes Yes No Yes

Answer to Borchu of  the reading
of the Torah Yes Yes No Yes

Amen to the Blessings of
reading of the Torah Yes21 Yes No No22 Yes23

18 Or between Kaddish and Borchu (Mishna Berura 54:13)
19 Between Shema Yisrael and Baruch sheim kevode malchusso le olam vo ed (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 66: 1) and also   between Hashem
Elokeichem and Emmes ve yatziv (66: 5)
20 Elokaye Netzor until final Yihyu Leratzon, Mishna Berura66:22
21 Mishna Berura 66:18

22 Ibid.

23 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:5
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Map Three-B

Kedusha of Shabbos/Yom Tov Borchu
During  She ma

Ve ahavta, Vehaya, and Vayomer

During

Interruption for

Intervals
in-Between the

Paragraphs

At Veahavta,  at
Vehaya, at Vayomer at

Veyatziv

In the middle of the
Paragraph

Of  Yotzeir Ohr, Ahavah Rabba, Emmes
veyatziv until Goal Yisrael

Kedusha Shabbos and Yom Tov additions to
Kadosh Kadosh Kadosh 

and Baruch kevode 
No No

Kedusha Shabbos and Yom Tov Stanza of
Shema Yisrael No No

Answer to Borchu Yes Yes

Answer to Borchu of  the
reading of the Torah

Yes Yes

Amen to the Blessings of the Torah Yes24 No25 Yes26

24 Mishna Berura 66:18

25 Ibid.

26 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:5
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Map Four-A
Other Interruptions During

The Blessings of She ma
Yotzeir Ohr, Ahavah Rabba and Emmes veyatziv

Map Four
Other interruptions during

She ma
Ve ahavta, Vehaya, and Vayomer

During

Interruption
for

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

 End of
Yotzeir
Ohr27

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

End of
Ahavah

Rabba and
Reading
Shema

Intervals
Between

Paragraphs

Between Goal
Yisrael and
Shemoneh

Esrei28

In the middle
of the

Paragraph

Of  Yotzeir
Ohr, Ahavah

Rabba, Emmes
veyatziv until
Goal Yisrael29

During

Interruption
for

Intervals
Between the
Paragraphs

At Veahavta,
at Vehaya, at
Vayomer at

Veyatziv

In the middle
of the

Paragraph

Of  Yotzeir
Ohr, Ahavah

Rabba, Emmes
veyatziv until
Goal Yisrael

Standard Amen30

of Kaddish or
Berich Hu

No No No No
Standard Amen of

Kaddish or
Berich Hu

No No

Amen yehei shemey
with Yisborach

No31

Yes32
No33

Yes34 No
No35

Yes36 Amen yehei shemey
with Yisborach

No22

Yes23
No22

Yes23

Amen yehei shemey
without Yisborach

Yes Yes No Yes Amen yehei shemey
without Yisborach

Yes Yes

Amen to Daamiran
bealma at end of

Kaddish

Yes Yes No Yes Amen to Daamiran
bealma at end of

Kaddish

Yes Yes

Brocha for passing
Thunder or
Lightning

Yes37 Yes35 No38 No39

Yes40
Brocha for passing

Thunder or Lightning
Yes35 No41

Yes42

Brocha for Kiddush
Levana or

Asher yotzar

No No No No Brocha or Kiddush
Levana or

Asher yotzar

No No

27 Or between Kaddish and Borchu (Mishna Berura 54:13)
28 Between She ma Yisrael and Baruch sheim kevode malchusso le olam vo ed (Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 66: 1) and also between Hashem Elokeichem and
Emmes ve yatziv (66: 5)
29 Elokaye Netzor until final Yihyu Leratzon, Mishna Berura 66:22
30 According to the Sephardim, the 5 Ameins of Kaddish are equal and are as important as Amen yehei shemey
31 Mishna Berura 66:14
32 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:4
33 Mishna Berura 66:14
34 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:4
35 Mishna Berura 66:17
36 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:4
37 Mishna Berura 66:19, Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:5
38 Mishna Berura 66:39, Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:9
39 Mishna Berura 66:19 and Chayei Adam
40 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:4
41 Mishna Berura 66:19
42 Shulchan Aruch Horav 66:4
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NO INTERRUPTIONS
ALLOWED

DURING AND BETWEEN

She ma Yisrael
A N D

Baruch sheim kevode
malchusso le olam va ed

( S H U L C H A N  A R U C H  O R A C H  C H A I M  6 6 :  1 )

NO INTERRUPTIONS
ALLOWED

DURING AND BETWEEN

Hashem Elokeichem
 A N D

Emmes - Ve yatziv
( S H U L C H A N  A R U C H  O R A C H  C H A I M  6 6 :  5 )


