Things Needed for the Wedding Service


Below are suggestions for things for the wedding day – some of them are optional.

· Bride:

· Wedding dress

· Veil

· Shoes (think comfort – something cute I’ve seen is little canvas sneakers decorated by the bride or a friend with gold and/or silver glitter and fake pearls with ribbons instead of shoelaces)

· New underwear (optional but sure does make you feel good)

· Groom:

· Kittle if the groom will wear for the wedding – can be found at most Judaica stores 

· Shoes (I recommend getting new comfortable shoes for this)

· New underwear (optional – makes the bride happy)

· Benchers for the guests to use/keep should be provided at the wedding reception (not all provide this) – some personalize

· Chuppah – if it isn’t being supplied by the shul make sure you bring it and poles to the wedding – some people use a new tallis the bride has given the groom for this for you to hang on your wall afterwards.  Another option is to make your own there are kits such as (http://www.huppahquilt.com/ which is expensive) so if you or a friend/family member are creative you can probably do it for less. We brought fabric markers and used the “back/bottom” of our chuppah as our “guestbook” as the Chuppah had been a gift from a friend and we’d put a white backing on it just for this purpose.

· Chuppah poles/frame as needed

· Food for the yichud room been provided?  In traditional circles the bride & groom fast on their wedding day and have something to eat during yichud prior to joining everyone at the reception

· Glass to break – think about how you want this preserved afterwards & ask for that as one of your wedding gifts – can get special Lucite blocks, wedding mezuzah that you put broken glass in, even wedding kiddush cup that you add the glass to after the service

· Ketubah (http://www.ketubah.com/, http://www.galleryjudaica.com/, http://www.judaism.com/wedding/, http://www.ajp.com/) – if having a custom one done for you try to order 3+ months in advance – at least pick out and talk with the artist/store to find out when they need it ordered by

· Kippot for the guests and a basket to hold the kippot in (some have personalized ones done)

· Marriage license (secular)

· Money/checks for rabbi, caterer, DJ, etc.

· Programs – if you have non-observant or non-Jewish guests you may want to provide a description of what is happening for them (see http://lennhoff.com/Wedding/OurWeddingPlans.htm for a sample)
· Ring(s) – if giving one to the groom you may want to give it to him yichud not during the ceremony

· Tallis (some use for chuppah) with matching Kippot and bag (optional) – a new tallit is frequently a gift to groom from bride (optional)

· Wine to be used during service – is this supplied by caterer/rabbi or do you need to supply your own?

· Wine/Kiddush glasses – need 2 (can be the same or different) 
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